ANNUAL  REPORT 


OF  THE 


Medical  Officer  of  Health 


FOR  THE 


giHtrut  of  doaport  anb  Jiltoatoke 

FOR  THE  YEAR,  1909. 


February,  1910. 

Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  submit  to  you  my  Twenty-first  Annual  Report  as 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  the  District  of  Gosport  and  Alverstoke,  for  the  year 
ending  31st  December,  1909,  and  in  so  doing,  I am  pleased  to  state,  that  notwith- 
standing a slight  increase  in  the  mortality  rate  over  that  of  the  previous  year,  which 
was  the  lowest  ever  recorded,  the  health  of  the  District  has  been  extremely  satis- 
factory throughout,  and  the  general  condition  from  the  sanitary  point  of  view  has 
been  still  further  materially  improved. 

STATISTICS. 

During  the  year  the  number  of  Births  registered  was  867,  a decrease  of 
30  on  the  year  1908. 

Males  ...  445 

Females  ...  422 

867 


Total  ... 
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The  Deaths  numbered  454 — the  death  rate  for  the  whole  district  being 
14*19  per  1,000.  The  number  of  deaths  in  the  district  proper,  that  is  excluding  the 
Naval  and  Military  Establishments  was  376,  or  13*19  per  1,000.  This  rate  13T9 
per  1,000  is  T59  in  excess  of  that  recorded  in  1908. 

The  most  satisfactory  feature  of  the  deaths  recorded  is,  that  Infantile 
Mortality  was  lower  than  it  has  ever  been  during  the  period  I have  held  the  office 
of  Medical  Officer.  These  deaths  numbered  67,  the  next  lowest  being  that  of  1907 
viz.  68.  The  question  of  Infantile  Mortality  is  referred  to  later  on  in  the  Report. 

A tabulated  statements  of  Deaths  as  they  occurred  in  various  establish- 
ments in  the  District  is  submitted  from  which  it  will  be  seen  that  79  were  recorded 
in  Naval  and  Military  Establishments,  7 in  the  Isolation  Hospital,  3 in  the 
Children’s  Home  (Alverstoke),  42  in  the  House  of  Industry,  and  323  in  the  District 
proper. 


There  were  129  Deaths  recorded  over  the  age  of  65  years,  of  which  31 
were  between  65  and  70  years  of  age,  59  between  the  ages  of  70  and  80,  33  between 
the  ages  of  80  and  90,  and  6 were  over  90  The  highest  age  recorded  was  96. 

January  and  March  were  the  months  in  which  the  greatest  number  of 
deaths  occurred  amongst  those  of  advanced  age. 

In  November,  only  4 deaths  were  registered  of  persons  over  the  age  of  65, 
August  having  a similar  record. 
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The  following  Table  shows  how  the  Deaths  were  distributed  during 

the  year  . 


LOCATION  OF  DEATHS. 


1 

1 

Month.  i 

Governm’t. 

Estab’ts. 

Isolation 

Hospital. 

Children’s 

Home. 

House  of 
Industry. 

District 

Proper. 

Total. 

January 

4 

1 

2 

3 

45 

55 

February  ... 

2 

1 

4 

32 

39 

March 

8 

3 

42 

53 

April 

8 

5 

30 

43 

May 

9 

6 

21 

36 

June 

8 

6 

22 

36 

July 

8 

1 

21 

30 

August 

4 

1 

2 

10 

17 

September... 

7 

1 

3 

22 

33 

October 

5 

2 

25 

32 

November.. . 

3 

3 

22 

28 

December  ... 

13^' 

2 

1 

5 

31 

52 

Totals 

79 

0 

1 

3 

42 

323 

454 

* Includes  one  out  of  district. 


4 


The  following  Tables  contain  the  usual  Statistics  as  to  Births  and  Deaths 
registered  month  by  month,  together  with  a summary  showing  the  increase  in  Births 
over  Deaths  since  the  taking  of  the  last  Census,  1901. 


Month. 

Births. 

Deaths. 

Illegitimate 

Births. 

Males. 

Females. 

Total. 

Whole 

District. 

District 

Proper. 

January 

43 

43 

86 

55 

51 

February  ... 

* 

39 

37 

76 

39 

37 

3 

March 

31 

37 

68 

53 

45 

3 

April 

43 

48 

91 

43 

35 

3 

May 

28 

32 

60 

36 

27 

3 

June 

32 

34 

66 

36 

29 

2 

July 

49 

36 

85 

30 

22 

2 

August 

33 

33 

66 

17 

13 

2 

September... 

42 

27 

69 

33 

26 

3 

October 

38 

40 

78 

32 

27 

3 

November... 

37 

31 

68 

28 

25 

2 

December ... 

30 

24 

54 

52 

39 

1 

Totals 

445 

422 

867 

454 

376 

27 
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ANNUAL  INCREASE  SINCE  1901. 


Year. 

Births. 

Deaths. 

Increase. 

1901 

831 

544 

287 

1902 

800 

475 

325 

1903 

859 

448 

406 

1904 

819 

483 

336 

1905 

892 

509 

383 

1906 

915 

451 

464 

1907 

882 

419 

463 

1908 

897 

381 

516 

1909 

867 

454 

413 

Totals 

7757 

4164 

3593 
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TABLE  IV. 

CAUSES  OF,  AND  AGES  AT,  DEATH  DURING  THE  YEAR,  1909. 


Deaths  in  whole  District  at  subjoined  Deaths  in  Localities 
Ages.  at  all  ages. 


Causes  of  Death. 

All  Ages. 

Under  1 yr. 

1 „ 5 yrs. 

1 

„ 15  yrs. 

„ 25  yrs. 

„ 65  yrs. 

Over  65  yrs. 

Nav.  & Mil. 

Hospitals. 

Isolation 

Hospital. 

Children’s 

Home. 

House  of 
Industry. 

O’side  D’ct. 

Measles  .... 

6 

6 

1 

Scarlet  Fever 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Whooping  Cough 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Diphtheria  (including  Mem- 

i 

branous  Croup) 

8 

2 

6 

i 

6 

Croup 

3 

3 

Enteric  Fever  ... 

3 

i 

3 

2 

Epidemic  Influenza 

9 

1 

2 

6 

j 

Diarrhoea 

4 

4 

Enteritis 

3 

1 

2 

Gastritis 

1 

1 

Phthisis 

42 

1 

1 

1 

10 

29 

1 7 

1 

7 

Other  Tuberculous  Diseases 

5 

3 

2 

1 

Cancer 

36 

1 

21 

14 

1 7 

4 

Bronchitis 

44 

10 

8 

1 

1 

12 

12 

1 6 

1 

1 

Pneumonia 

25 

2 

4 

1 

2 

14 

2 

8 

2 

Pleurisy 

1 

1 

1 

Other  Diseases  of  Respira- 

tory  Organs 

1 

1 

Venereal  Diseases 

1 2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Premature  Births 

12 

12 

1 

Diseases  and  Accidents  of 

Parturition 

1 

1 

Heart  Diseases 

57 

1 

4 

2 

30 

20 

7 

1 

6 

Accidents 

14 

1 ! 

11  i 

2 

8 ' 

1 

1 

Suicides 

4 

i 

3 

1 

1 1 

Appendicitis 

3 

1 

2 

2 

All  Other  Diseases 

166 

33 

4 

1 

10 

46 

72 

26 

20 

Total 

454 

67 

32 

20 

32 

1 

174  1 

129 

79 

7 

1 

3 1 

42 

1 
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The  following  Table  and  Statistics  summarise  in  concise  form  the 
foregoing  Tables. 


j 

Total  Deaths  Registered. 

Popula- 

tion 

Births. 

Under  1 Year. 

At  all  Ages. 

Total 

Deaths 

Year. 

estimated 
to  Middle 
of  each 
Year. 

Number 

Rate 

Number 

Rate 
per  1000 
Births 
Regstd. 

Number 

Rate 

in 

Public 

Institu- 

tions. 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

1899 

28500 

780 

27*37 

143 

183*3 

656 

23*01 

171 

1900 

29000 

823 

28*37 

135 

164  03 

606 

20*89 

163 

1901 

29000 

831 

28*65 

116 

139*58 

544 

18*75 

139 

1902 

29500 

800 

27*59  1 

99 

123*75 

475 

16*1 

1 

110 

1903 

30000 

854 

28*46 

82 

96*02 

448 

15*18 

116 

1904 

30000 

819 

27*3 

88 

107* 

483 

16*1 

150 

1905 

30500 

892 

29*21 

112 

125*5 

509 

16  6 

121 

1906 

30500 

915 

1 

30*6 

115 

125-4 

451 

14.78 

104 

1907 

31500 

882 

28* 

68 

77.1 

419 

13*52 

122 

1908 

32000 

897 

28* 

97 

108*1 

381 

11*9 

80 

Average 
for  years 
1899-1908 

30050 

849*3 

28*35 

105.5 

124*97 

497*2 

16*68 

127*6 

1909 

32000 

867 

1 

1 

27*  ■ 

i 

67 

77*27 

454 

1 

14*19 

131. 

Area  of  District,  3878  Acres.  Total  Population  all  ages,  28884.  (1901  Census.) 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  5850.  Average  number  of  persons  per  house,  5*2. 

The  Union  Workhouse  is  in  the  District. 
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INFANTILE  MORTALITY. 

One  of  the  most  striking  and  satisfactory  features  of  the  year’s  records  is  the 
extremely  low  number  of  deaths  registered  under  one  year.  I have  already 
mentioned  that  the  number  was  67,  the  lowest  recorded  during  the  whole  period  of 
my  Medical  Officership. 

Reference  to  the  following  Table  in  which  the  whole  of  the  deaths  from  one 
week  and  upwards  to  twelve  months  are  set  forth,  and  classified  under  five  main 
headings  each  of  which  is  sub-divided  into  various  minor  sub-headings,  will  repay 
perusal  and  prove  of  considerable  interest. 

Taking  the  first  group,  viz.,  Common  Infectious  Diseases,  it  will  be  noted 
that  only  one  death  was  recorded,  an  infant  of  eleven  months,  a victim  of  whooping 
cough. 

Under  Diarrhoea!  Diseases  there  were  six  deaths  registered,  a reduction  of 
eleven  as  compared  with  1908. 

It  will  be  noted  on  referring  to  Table  IV  that  the  district  was  singularly  free 
from  deaths  at  all  ages  under  this  heading. 

Under  the  next  group,  “ Wasting  Diseases,”  which  include  “ Premature 
Births,”  and  “ Congenital  Defects  at  Birth,”  thirty-two  deaths  were  registered  or  six 
less  than  the  year  previous,  eleven  of  these  being  under  the  heading  “Premature 
Births.” 

From  Tubercular  diseases  only  one  death  is  recorded 

Under  the  fifth  heading  “Other  Causes,”  Bronchitis  and  Convulsions 
account  for  the  majority  contained  in  the  28  deaths  registered. 

As  in  1908,  only  one  death  is  recorded  from  overlaying. 

From  the  foregoing  figures  it  must  be  conceded  that  the  record  for  Gosport 
is  more  than  satisfactory,  especially  when  one  studies  the  official  figures  given  for 
the  United  Kingdom  for  some  years  past. 

During  the  last  30  years  there  has  been  little  diminution,  the  rate  remaining 
at  about  130  per  1000  births  registered,  whilst  on  the  other  hand  there  has  been  a 
declining  birth  rate. 
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It  has  been  further  shown  that  notwithstanding  the  improvement  in  hygienic 
conditions  throughout  the  country  with  its  natural  results  of  increased  longevity  of 
the  normal  adult  population,  yet  there  has  been  no  corresponding  improvement  in 
the  case  of  infant  lives. 

The  establishment  in  various  centres  of  England  of  milk  depots  is  proving  a 
great  success,  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  the  time  is  not  far  distant  when  such  depots  will 
be  found  existing  generally  throughout  the  Kingdom. 

Artificial  feeding  of  infants  has  been  the  main  cause  of  the  high  rate  of 
infantile  mortality,  and  this  being  the  case,  the  essential  remedy  lies  in  the 
insistence  of  a supply — an  adequate  supply — of  pure  and  unadulterated  milk. 

Where  the  milk  is  unobtainable  and  where  babies  are  artificially  fed,  mothers 
should  be  instructed  to  see  that  the  milk  given  to  their  infants  is  boiled  at  home. 

Other  excellent  measures  if  insisted  upon,  and  there  is  no  reason  why  they 
should  not  be,  are 

(1)  Notification  to  the  Sanitary  Authority  of  all  births  within  48  hours 

and  these  should  include  still  born  infants,  in  both  cases  the 
certificates  to  be  under  the  hand  of  properly  qualified 
medical  practitioners. 

(2)  A strict  supervision  of  local  dairies  and  milkshops. 

(3)  The  analysis  of  all  prepared  foods  for  infants  by  Government 

Analysts. 

In  my  previous  reports  I have  more  than  once  dwelt  upon  these  suggestions 
and  I have  also  further  advocated  the  inclusion  in  the  syllabus  of  subjects  taught  in 
Girls’  Schools,  lessons  in  dietary  and  the  rearing  and  training  of  infants. 

The  records  for  this  district  bear  evidence  of  the  improvement  which  has 
resulted  in  the  last  few  years. 


INFANTILE  MORTALITY  DURING  YEAR  1909. 
Deaths  from  stated  causes  in  weeks  and  months  under  1 year  of  age. 
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District  of  Gosport  and  Alverstoke.  Population  (Estimated  to  middle  of  1909)  32,000. 

, f Legitimate  840.  Deaths  from  all  causes  at  all  ages—  67  Infantile. 

Births  m the  year  , illegitimate  27.  454  .All  Ages. 


<1 

w 

w 

H 

o 

r— H 

P 

Q 

CO 

O 

l-H 

H 

<d 

CJ 

I — I 

I — I 

H 

O 

o 

w 

pp 

< 

H 


(Tj 

w 

< 

w 


w 

j 

CQ 

< 

E 


o 

z 


g 

cu 


■Ofj 

G ^ 

CG 

-5  o 

O !- 

M 


X 

G 

o 

P 

a 

1 

G 

G 

G 

X 

4-1 

X 

r* 

O 

a. 

X 

CO 

U 

Q 

Xi 


w 

(U 

•S' 

M 

s- 

w 


G 

> 

CD 

4- J 

5- i 

G 

O 

CO 


I- 

<u 

> 

o 

Cc 

CO 

G 

X 

a 


$-( 

cu 

> 

CD 

Oh 

_o 

'P 

<o 

G 

W 


Sh 

(U 

> 

OJ 

0. 

OjO 

_c 

GO 

a 

dJ 

P^ 


S-i 

QJ 

> 

(O 

IX 

T3 

QJ 

G 

G 


O 

o 


<u 

> 

dj 

X 

G 

5-1 

dJ 

Cd 

5- 

G 


< 

H 

O 


d; 

G 

CuO 

G 


X X 


o.-t! 

4-4  

G 

l-G 

C G 

1 -{E^idso^ 

O:^  P3AOLU3J 
S9SBD 

CM 

o 

X 

X 

05 

•;0U;SIQ 

apisi^no 

CM 

C<J 

G G 

G CJ 

G S 

G 2 

•pjEAY 

q=dios 

CO 

(M 

<M 

X 

X 

^ 15 

O 4-4 

n 

•pJE^V 

qpio^j 

(M 

l> 

Gh 

X G 

2C  o 
X 

•pjEA\ 

^jodsop) 

lO 

X 

X 

l> 

■P-  i 

X 

G . 

X >> 

4_l 

4-4  • — < 

215 

•pjEAV 

q=^nos 

CD 

X 

G^ 

X 

X 

00 

X 

G 

G O 

Oi  — 

G ,-H 

§1 

« “ 
x-»  c 

O •- 



•pjBA\ 

qpio^T 

CO 

iM 

CM 

CM 

M 

1-^ 

00 

•pj^A\ 

piodsop) 

X 

r-^ 

T— H 

X 

CM 

(M 

spjEMdn 
puE  59 

DC) 

_G 

"P 

4-4 

G 

ix 

C/3 

59  o;  SZ 

(M 

X 

X 

iM 

X 

T— H 

G 

'o 

X 

G 

G 

>" 

o;  SI 

r— K 

X 

CO 

c 

Xj 

G 

G 

GO 

< 

51  o;  s 

o 

X 

l> 

X 

G 

X 

X 1 

4-4  ! 

o 

Z 1 

< 

1 

5 o:}  I 

G1 

o 

CM 

CO 

C/3  i 

(D 

C/3 

O 

1 

1 

1 

I Japun 

• 

At 

all 

Ages. 

1 

j 1 

lO 

i> 

X 

o 

128 

<U  . 
dJ  dJ 

-G  ^ 


G 

G 

(G 

5-^ 

4-1 

CO 

G 

G 

G 

G 

G 


(N 


Q 

'4-^ 

O 

6 

iz; 


i> 

CO 

G 

X 

G 

X 

_G 

X 

_G 

G 

> 

G 

-i-j 

O 

H 


_G 

X 


G G 
X O 
X,  S 

S X 


G 

_o 

X 

G 


G 

X 


o 

X 

o 

G 

CP 

G 

z 

G 

G 

s 

m 

CO 

r— < 

cl' 

_o 

X 

G 


CO 

X 

G 

G 

G 

£ 

G 

2^ 


12 


In  my  previous  report  I stated  that  there  had  been  an  increase  in  notifi- 
cations over  1907  and  that  the  figures  for  the  year  approximated  those  of  igo6, 
whilst  before  that  the  numbers  had  been  considerably  in  excess. 

In  the  year  under  report,  there  is  an  increase  of  35  over  the  previous  year 
which  is  accounted  for  by  the  returns  under  the  head  of  Diphtheria.  Scarlet  Fever 
was  practically  the  same,  whilst  Enteric  showed  a slight  increase. 

According  to  the  population  of  the  Wards,  the  cases  were  fairly  evenly 
distributed,  the  South  Ward  being  perhaps  the  best  of  the  three. 

As  each  notification  was  received,  the  necessary  steps  were  taken  to  investi- 
gate the  origin  of  the  outbreak  with  a view  to  checking  its  spread. 

The  notifications  were  found  not  to  be  confined  to  any  special  area,  but 
were  scattered  over  the  whole  district,  for  instance  on  February  2nd  three  notifica- 
tions were  received  of  Diphtheritic  cases,  one  being  in  Avenue  Road,  another  in 
Vernon  Road,  and  the  third  in  Trafalgar  Square,  Forton. 

In  April  five  were  received,  two  being  from  one  house  in  North  Street,  two 
from  Forton,  and  one  from  Avenue  Road. 

And  again  in  December,  one  was  notified  at  Ann’s  Hill,  one  at  Alma 
Street,  one  at  Albert  Street,  two  in  Avenue  Road,  and  two  in  Gosport. 

The  Scarlet  Fever  cases  were  similarly  distributed  throughout  the  year. 
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The  following  Table  showing  Notifications  received,  cases  removed  to 
Hospital,  and  the  distribution  of  deaths  during  the  last  11  years  may  prove 
interesting. 


Year. 

Notifica- 

tions 

Received. 

Removals 
to  Elson 
Hospital. 

Deaths  in 
Elson 
Hospital. 

Deaths  in 
Distriet 
Excluding 
Elson  Hos. 
Nav.  & Mily. 
Estab’ment. 

Deaths  in 
Naval  and 
Military 
Estab’ment. 

Total 

Deaths. 

1899 

419 

91 

2 

32 

9 

43 

1900 

261 

91 

2 

18 

19 

39 

1901 

156 

63 

3 

8 

8 

19 

1902 

148 

71 

2 

15 

4 

19 

1903 

246 

114 

3 

5 

7 

15 

1904 

166 

103 

6 

5 

4 

15 

1905 

233 

126 

4 

8 

5 

17 

1906 

86 

51 

3 

0 

6 

9 

1907 

53 

29 

4 

3 

5 

12 

1908 

93 

77 

2 ! 

0 

5 

7 

1909 

128 

95 

7 

3 

3 

13 

Totals 

1989 

911 

38 

97 

75 

208 

From  the  foregoing  it  will  he  seen  how  low  the  death  rate  at  the  Elson 

Hospital  has  been  when  compared  with  the  other  districts,  and  I again  desire  to 

* 

repeat  what  I stated  in  my  previous  report,  that  it  is  only  fair  to  state  in  justice  to 
the  Hospital  Staff  that  at  least  four  of  the  six  deaths  recorded  under  Diphtheria 
during  the  year  were  in  respect  of  patients  who  when  admitted,  were  to  all  intent  ♦ 
and  purposes  practically  moribund. 
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BLAKE  ISOLATION  HOSPITAL. 

From  the  table  contained  under  the  preceding  heading  it  will  be  noted  that 
of  the  128  notifications  received  95  were  removed  to  the  above  Hospital. 

Of  these,  one  death  resulted  from  Scarlet  Fever  and  six  from  Diphtheria. 

Concerning  the  latter  I have  already  commented. 

It  will  be  noticed  that  the  name  of  the  hospital  has,  during  the  year  been 
changed,  and  commendably  so,  from  the  Elson  Isolation  Hospital  to  the  Blake 
Isolation  Hospital,  by  which  means  the  names  of  the  munificent  donors  of  this 
institution  will  be  perpetuated  in  the  district  for  all  time. 

During  the  past  Autumn  Mrs.  Blake  most  generously  offered  to  bear  the  cost 
of  refurnishing  the  Hospital  with  every  requirement  in  the  shape  of  linen,  &c.,  and 
her  offer  was  gratefully  accepted  and  the  best  thanks  of  the  Council  accorded  to  her 
for  her  great  kindness. 

Earlier  in  the  year,  a complete  set  of  surgical  instruments,  &c.  was  presented 
to  the  Hospital  by  Mrs.  Blake. 

It  must  be  a pleasure  to  Mrs.  Blake,  as  it  is  to  your  Council,  to  know  that 
this  splendid  institution  is  so  highly  appreciated  and  that  those  who  are  warmest  in 
praise  of  the  benefits  derived  from  it,  are  those  who  have  participated  in  these 
benefits. 

And  I should  fail  in  my  duty  if  I omitted  to  add  a tribute  of  praise  to  the 
Matron,  Miss  Jekyll,  to  her  Assistant,  Miss  Ramsay,  and  to  the  excellent  staff  of 
Nurses,  who  have  all  been  unremitting  in  their  endeavours  to  render  every  comfort 
to  the  patients  entrusted  to  their  keeping. 

I have  no  hesitation  in  saying  that  no  Hospital  in  the  Kingdom  can  possess 
a Staff  more  alive  and  keen  as  to  their  responsibilities  and  more  zealous  in  the 
discharge  of  their  duties  than  the  Staff  at  the  Blake  Hospital. 

The  administration  of  the  Hospital  has  been  materially  remodelled  and 
improved  by  the  Matron,  whose  whole  and  sole  desire  is  that  the  care  and  comfort 
of  those  placed  under  her  shall  be  of  the  best. 


15 


I have  also  to  tender  to  Dr.  KyfBn,  the  Chairman  of  the  Health  Committee 
my  best  thanks  for  the  services  rendered  by  him  on  my  behalf  during  my  illness  and 
consequent  absence  fromi  duty,  during  which  period  Dr.  Kyffin  has  kindly,  with  the 
permission  of  the  Council  acted  as  my  Locum  Tenens. 

ENTERIC  FEVER. 

This  district  was,  as  in  1908,  practically  immune  from  Enteric  or  Typhoid, 
10  notifications  only  having  been  received,  the  deaths  numbering  3,  of  which  2 
occurred  in  the  Naval  and  Military  Establishments.  One  death  only  therefore  was 
recorded  in  the  District  proper. 

The  3 patients  removed  to  the  Blake  Isolation  Hospital  all  recovered,  thus 
testifying  to  the  skill  and  care  of  the  Nursing  Staff  in  whose  charge  they  were  placed. 

The  record  for  Enteric  is  therefore  eminently  satisfactory. 

DIPHTHERIA  OR  MEMBRANOUS  CROUP. 

The  notifications  under  this  heading  were  45,  and  were  distributed  as 
follows.  Gosport  Ward  6,  North  Liberty  Ward  23  and  South  Liberty  Ward  16. 
Of  these  42  were  removed  to  the  Blake  Hospital.  Six  deaths  occurred  there,  4 of 
which  as  I have  already  stated  were  admitted  in  a moribund  condition,  their  cases 
being  hopeless  from  the  beginning. 

Close  investigation  was  made  in  each  case,  but  nothing  was  discovered 
which  threw  any  light  as  to  the  cause  of  the  outbreak. 

Climatic  conditions  apparently  had  much  to  do  with  its  prevalence,  as  it 
ems  to  have  been  general  throughout  the  Kingdon. 

PHTHISIS  OR  TUBERCULOSIS. 

There  were  42  deaths  recorded  during  the  year  under  this  heading,  of  which 
7 occurred  at  the  Naval  and  Military  Establishments. 

I have  little  to  add  to  my  many  previous  observations  on  this  terrible  disease. 

Lack  of  knowledge  as  to  the  precautions  necessary  to  ward  off  the  disease 
assists  its  spread. 

The  milk  supply  is  always  an  element  of  danger. 


i 
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If  the  cows  are  tuberculous,  the  milk  will  be  tainted. 

The  consumption  of  this  milk  by  infants  may  be  productive  of  mischief 
later  on. 

The  following  Tables  may  be  interesting  : — 


DEATHS  FROM  PULMONARY  TUBERCULOSIS. 


Under  lo  Yrs. 

15 

20 

25 

30 

35 

40 

45 

50 

55 

60 

Total. 

2 

1 

4 

6 

6 

3 

■8 

1 

4 

5 

2 

42 

WHERE  DEATHS  OCCURRED. 


District  Proper. 

Haslar  Hospital. 

House  of  Industry 

Children’s  Home. 

Total. 

27 

7 

7 

42 

OCCUPATIONS. 


No  j 

Occupation  | 

Navy.  1 

R.M.A.  j 

R.M.L.I.  1 

R.M.L.I. 

Pensioner. 

Army 

Pensioner. 

Navy  1 

Pensioner.  | 

Laborer  | 

Beer  | 

Retailer.  | 

Ship  Stewd.i 

Mer.  Service! 

Confection ’r 

Pedlar.  | 

Gas  1 

Stoker.  | 

Cab  1 

Driver.  | 

Clerk.  1 

Apprentice  i 

Total. 

15 

5 

2 

1 

3 

2 

1 

3 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

i 

1 

42 

MEDICAL  INSPECTION  OF  CHILDREN, 

Education  (Administrative  Provisions)  1907.  Section  13. 

I am  pleased  to  report  that  following  the  receipt  of  a letter  from  the  Board 
of  Education,  the  Local  Education  Committee  drew  up  a scheme  with  a view  to 
effective  co-operation  being  ensured  between  the  Authorities  concerned. 

The  scheme  was  adopted  by  the  Education  Committee  in  October,  and  a 
working  basis  at  once  established,  which  is  working  well. 
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The  provisions  of  the  scheme  are  briefly  : — 

(1)  Notification  of  infectious  cases  by  teachers  to  the  School 

Medical  Officer  and  by  him  to  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

(2)  Notification  by  all  Medical  Practitioners  to  School  Medical 

Officer  of  notifications  to  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

(3)  All  Deaths  of  Children  of  School  age,  to  be  notified  to  the 

School  Medical  Officer. 

(4)  No  School  to  be  closed  until  joint  conference  of  School  Medical 

Officer  and  Medical  Officer  of  Health  has  been  held. 

(5)  School  Medical  Officer  to  inform  Medical  Officer  of  Health 

of  all  cases  of  overcrowding,  insanitary  homes  and  any  other 
matters  affecting  public  health. 
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FACTORIES  AND  WORKSHOPS. 

During  the  year  systematic  inspection  has  been  made  of  the  Factories  and 
Workshops. 

As  will  be  seen  in  Tabulated  Statement,  187  were  inspected  and  twelve 
notices  served  to  remedy  defects. 

These  defects  are  tabulated  in  Table  (2).  All  defects  or  breaches  of 
regulations  were  remedied  without  demur,  so  that  no  action  was  necessary  as  far  as 
Police  Court  proceedings  were  concerned. 

I have  had  every  assistance  from  employers  of  labor  in  the  district  and 
all  information  required  has  been  readily  forthcoming. 

ROUTINE  WORK. 

During  the  year  in  conjunction  with  the  Sanitary  Inspector,  I have  made 
regular  and  systematic  inspection  of  the  District.  Careful  consideration  has  been 
given  to  properties  in  a dilapidated  or  insanitary  condition,  and  where  necessary 
notices  have  been  served  on  the  respective  owners  to  remedy  the  same  under  the 
Housing  of  the  Working  Classes  Act,  1890. 

There  are  12  Slaughter  Houses  in  the  District  and  four  places  for  which 
permits  have  been  granted  for  the  slaughtering  of  pigs. 

Weekly  visits  have  been  made  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector  and  myself,  and 
in  all  cases  the  condition  of  the  Slaughter  Houses  has  been  found  very  satisfactory. 

The  Cowsheds,  Dairies  and  Milkshops  have  all  been  subjected  to  period- 
ical inspections  and  found  to  be  in  good  order.  Any  suggested  improvements  made 
by  me  have  been  readily  complied  with. 

The  Bakehouses  throughout  the  District  are  well  kept,  this  also  applying 
to  the  Registered  Lodging  Houses. 

The  Courts  and  Alleys  have  been  regularly  lime  washed,  and  any  refuse 
accumulating  therein  cleared  away  immediately. 

Though  there  have  been  a number  of  cases  notified  to  the  Health  Com- 
mittee for  non-compliance  of  notices  served,  in  no  instance  has  it  been  found 
necessary  to  institute  legal  proceedings  the  requirements  of  the  Council  having 
been  eventually  carried  out. 
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I sincerely  regret  that  owing  to  a severe  illness  I have  been  unable  to 
carry  out  my  duties  as  Medical  Officer  of  Health  during  the  last  two  months  of  the 
year,  and  I have  to  tender  my  best  thanks  to  the  Council  for  the  kind  consideration 
shown  me  during  this  period  in  appointing  Dr.  J.  W.  G.  Kealy  as  Deputy  Medical 
Officer  of  Health,  an  appointment  which  has  been  confirmed  by  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Board. 

The  usual  Tabulated  Statements  of  visits  made  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector 
during  the  year,  the  notices  served  for  the  abatement  of  Nuisances  togethei  with 
Nuisances  abated  are  included  in  this  Report. 

Before  closing  this  Report,  I take  this  opportunity  of  placing  on  record  my 
entire  appreciation  of  the  manner  in  which  the  Sanitary  Inspector,  Mr.  C.  W. 
Carswell,  has  carried  out  his  duties. 

I have  the  honour  to  be, 

Gentlemen, 

Your  very  obedient  servant, 

> 

EDWIN  JOHN  HUNTER,  L.R.C.P.E.,  etc.. 

Fellow  Royal  Institute  of  Public  Health. 
Fellow  Incorporated  Society,  Medical  Officer  of  Fiealth, 

Member  of  the  Royal  Sanitary  Institute  of  Great  Britain, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health,  Gosport  and  Alverstoke  Urban  District. 
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REPORT 


OF  THE 


Deputy  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


During  the  last  three  months  of  the  period  covered  by  the  Annual  Report, 
as  Deputy  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  I have  visited  and  inspected  with  the  Sanitary 
Inspector  the  various  Lodging-houses,  Workshops,  Steam  Laundries,  Bakehouses, 
Dairies  and  Cowsheds  and  Slaughterhouses  of  the  district,  and  have  found  them  in 
all  cases  clean,  well  kept,  and  in  a good  sanitary  condition. 

PHTHISIS. 

On  December  1st,  as  one  of  three  delegates  from  the  District  Council,  I 
attended  a conference  at  Winchester,  at  which  the  question  of  the  formation  of  a 
Central  Hospital  for  the  County,  or  of  a group  of  smaller  Sanitoria  to  be  placed  in 
various  portions  of  the  County,  was  discussed,  the  object  being  to  isolate  and  treat 
at  their  earliest  stages,  cases  of  Phthisis,  and  for  a minimum  period  of  three  months. 

It  was  resolved,  that  the  various  Sanitary  Authorities  from  Boroughs, 
District  and  Rural  Councils  be  asked  to  appoint  one  delegate  from  each  body  to 
confer  at  a subsequent  date  on  the  subject  and  to  draw  up  a report. 

During  the  period  also  I have  had  to  investigate  and  recommend  for 
removal  to  the  Blake  Isolation  Hospital,  three  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  which  have 
been  accidentally  brought  to  my  notice.  Very  many  heads  of  households  are 
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unacquainted  with  the  provisions  of  the  Infectious  Diseases  (Notification)  Act  of 
1889,  Section  3,  (a)  requiring  them  as  soon  as  they  are  aware  that  the  patient  is 
suffering  from  an  infectious  disease,  such  as  Scarlet  Fever,  or  Diphtheria,  to  send 
notice  to  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  of  the  District.  This  does  not  apply  if  a 
a medical  man  is  called  in,  as  the  duty  then  devolves  upon  the  latter.  The  point  I 
desire  to  emphasise  is,  that  if  the  householder  or  person  in  charge  of  the  sufferer, 
either  through  carelessness  or  a desire  to  conceal  the  cases,  fails  to  notify  or  does 
not  call  call  in  a medical  man,  he  renders  himself  liable  to  be  summoned  for  failure 
of  duty. 

Towards  the  very  end  of  December  no  medical  man  was  called  in  to  two 
cases  of  illness  which  were  afterwards  proved  to  be  Diphtheritic,  and  which  were 
the  direct  source  of  infection  to  three  private  individuals, 

I am.  Gentlemen, 

Yours  obediently, 

J.  W.  GREGORY  KEALY, 

M.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P.,  D.P.H., 


Deputy  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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SUMMARY  OF  VISITS  MADE  BY  THE  SANITARY  INSPECTOR. 


Description  of  Visits. 

No.  of  Visits. 

Infectious  Diseases  investigated  by  Medical  Officer  of 
and  Inspector 

Health 

• * « 

128 

Inspection  of  Nuisances  and  attending  to  Complaints 

• • • 

240 

Visits  Sanitary  Matters 

• * • 

905 

Inspection  of — 

Slaughter  Houses  and  Butchers’  Shops 

» • • 

433 

Fried  Fish  Shops 

60 

Cowsheds,  Dairies  and  Milk  Shops 

160 

Bakehouses 

. . . 

75 

Workshops  under  the  Factory  Act 

• • • 

112 

Out  Workers 

* • • 

56 

Common  Lodging  Houses 

... 

167 

Piggeries 

86 

Houses  under  the  Housing  of  Working 
Acs,  1890  ... 

Classes 

42 

Total 

... 

2464 
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NOTICES  SERVED,  NUISANCES  ABATED. 


Notices 

Served. 

1 Nuis- 
ances 

! abated. 

1 

Notices 

in 

Hand. 

Privies  emptied,  cleansed,  and  filled  in 

8 

1 

8 

Cesspools  opened  and  cleansed 

4 

4 

Earth  Closets  converted  to  Water  Closets 

1 

1 

Premises  to  be  provided  with  proper  drainage  to  Sewers 

24 

37 

Choked  Water  Closets  and  Drains  cleared  and  cleansed 

22 

22 

Drains  Repaired 

3 

! ^ 

Soil  Pans  renewed 

4 

i 4 

Water  Closets  renewed  ... 

3 

! 1 

2 

Water  Supply  Provided  ... 

1 

1 

I 

Cleanse  Dwellings 

17 

17 

Reduce  Overcrowding 

2 

2 

I 

Repair  Roofs,  etc. 

22 

2l 

,,  Ceilings 

2 

2 

,,  Floors 

9 

i 9 

,,  Yard  Paving 

9 

6 

3 

,,  Eaves  Gutters 

3 

3 

,,  Ventilating  Shaft 

2 

2 

,,  Mica  Flaps,  etc.  ... 

30 

I 

27 

I 

I 

I 

I 

I 

3 

,,  Sink  Waste 

Flush  Boxes  to  Water  Closets  provided 

1 

,,  ,,  ,,  ,,  repaired 

Sink  Waste  to  Public  Gutters  cut  off 

1 

1 

Sink  Waste  and  Drain  Foreshore  cut  off 

1 

Nuisance  Bye-Laws 

9 

9 

Accumulation  of  Refuse,  etc.,  removed 

Repair  Dwelling  Houses  under  Housing  and  Working 

14 

14 

, 

I 

o 

Classes  Act,  1890 

17 

1 

1 

lo 

I 

I 

2 

Slaughter-house  Floor  Re-paved 

Nuisance  from  Fat  Boiling 

Workshop  walls  and  ceilings  cleansed  and  lime  washed 

Cases  of  Overcrowding  ... 

New  Water  Closet  provided 

Cowsheds  cleansed  and  lime  washed 

9 

2 

1 i 

4 i 
1 

3 

9 ! 

2 I 
I 

4 

I 

3 

Dairy  ,,  ,,  ,, 

Enter  Premises  to  open  up  Drains,  Sec.  41,  P.H.A. 

Letters  written  re  Sanitary  matters  and  Nuisances  attended 

tC3  •••  VI*  •••  ••• 

65 

1 

1 

59 

6 

Totals 

298 

294 

17 
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NOTIFICATIONS  TO  LIBRARIAN,  SCHOOL  ATTENDANCE 

OFFICER  AND  HEAD  TEACHERS 


Ward. 

Librarian. 

School 

Attendance 

Officer. 

Head  Teachers. 

Gosport  ... 

1 

10 

1 

North 

— 

29 

7 

South 

2 

35 

5 

T 0t3.1  ...  • • . 

3 

74 

13 

DISINFECTION  OF 

ROOMS. 

Ward. 

No.  Disinfected. 

Gosport  ... 

16 

1 

North 

52 

South 

81 

Total 

149 

1 
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l.-INSPECTION. 


Number  of 

Premises. 

j 

Inspections. 

Written  Notices. 

Prosecutions. 

Factories  (including  Factory 
Laundries) 

1 

Workshops  (including 

Workshop  Laundries) 

187 

11 

NIL. 

Workplaces  (other  than  Out- 
workers’ premises  in- 
cluded in  Part  3) 

1 

, 

Totals 

187 

1 

1 

12 

2.  -DEFECTS  FOUND. 


i 

1 

Particulars.  i 

1 

] 

. 

Number  of  Defects. 

Number  of 
Prosecutions. 

i 

Found. 

Remedied.  > 

Referred 

to 

H.M.  Insp. 

Nuisances  under  the  Public 

1 

Health  Act  (want  of 

cleanliness) 

2 

2 

Overcrowding 

2 

2 

Other  Nuisances 

1 

1 

Breach  of  Sanitary  require- 

ments  for  Bakehouses. 

(Section  97-100) 

7 

7 

Totals 

12 

12 
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4.  REGISTERED  WORKSHOPS. 


Workshops  on  Register  (S.  131)  at  the 
end  of  the  year. 

Number. 

121 

121 

Total 

. . . 

121 

5.  OTHER  MATTERS. 


Class  (1). 


) 

Number. 


Action  taken  in  matters  referred  by  H.M.  Inspector  as 
remediable  under  the  Public  Health  Acts,  but  not  under 
the  Factory  and  Workshops’  Act.  Sect.  5. 

(1)  Notified  by  H.M.  Inspector.  3 

(2)  Reports  (of  action  taken)  sent  to  H.M. 

Inspector  3 


